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Opposition leader
under police probe
HARROW Council’s opposition
group leader is being investigated
by police for allegedly failing to
declare a personal interest before
a debate.

Cllr Susan Hall, the Conservative
group leader, was reported to the
Met last month after she present-
ed a petition during a full council
meeting on February 25 calling for
plans to move the Civic Centre to
Wealdstone to be stopped.

She then took part in the subse-
quent debate.

However, the Hatch End repre-
sentative has now been accused of
failing to follow council rules as it
is claimed she did not declare she
owns a business in the area, which
means Cllr Hall should have been
removed from the discussion.

The complaint is now being in-
vestigated by the MPS Special En-
quiry Team.

Cllr Hall denies any wrongdoing
and claims her interest was de-
clared appropriately.

She said: “My interest was de-
clared at the council meeting of
February 25, a fact which is clearly
recorded in the minutes of the
meeting.

“Over 4,000 people have signed a
petition against the Labour plan to
knock down several major build-
ings and forcibly relocate the Civic
Centre.

“This affects residents across two
wards, with potential repercus-
sions across the whole borough,
not to mention hundreds of busi-
nesses and thousands of jobs.

“The deep unhappiness with the
anti-business agenda of the La-

Cllr Susan Hall is being investigated by the police

By Beth Cherryman

bour Party in Harrow was clear
with nearly 100 employees from
one business alone coming to the
council meeting to protest.

“I am a hard-working councillor

who will always fight for Harrow’s
residents and against the Labour
Party’s anti-business agenda.”

At the meeting, during which the
administration’s draft budget was
also discussed and approved, other
councillors raised a concern that
Cllr Hall should have excused her-
self from the debate.

They were advised by the author-
ity’s lawyer that the matter would
have to be reported to and investi-
gated by the police.

Members of the Harrow Moni-
toring Group believe Cllr Hall is in
“self-denial” over the matter.

Husain Akthar, the group’s re-
searcher, said: “Such a serious
non-compliance of the councillors
code by a senior councillor damag-
es the council’s image and shakes
people’s confidence in the local de-
mocracy and transparency.”

Gary Martin, branch secretary
for Harrow UNISON, said no elect-
ed politician should be able to flout
the rules.

He said: “We do not expect coun-
cillors to enact double standards as
and when it suits them so that they,
potentially, may pursue their own
personal interests.”
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